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movie 

thrills  
Madison Marsteller 

Reporter 

 

   Director Peter Jackson re-

leased the final part of The 

Hobbit trilogy, The Battle of 

the Five Armies on December 

17. 

  Many people were excited to 

see the film because of Peter 

Jackson's  amazing work with 

the Lord of the Rings series 

and the previous The Hobbit 

movies. 

  As the title indicates, it is 

mainly about five armies that 

battle it out to try and seize 

The Lonely Mountain that 

was captured by Smaug the 

dragon. 

  The battle is between the 

Goblins, the Orcs and their 

Wargs, the men of Dale, 

Elves, the Dwarves, and final-

ly the Shapeshifter. 

  As the battle is about to start, 

men and elves gather at the 

entrance to the mountain, ask-

ing Thorin for a small portion 

of the  treasure that was held 

inside Erebor.  

  When Thorin breaks his 

promise, the men of Dale go 

against him and his company 

and that adds to the war.  

  Meanwhile, an army of orc 

troops grows, preparing for a 

possible war on The Lonely 

Mountain.   

 The plot itself has an abun-

dant amount of adrenaline 

pumping fight scenes, with 

jaw dropping scenery to add 

to the mood that has already 

been set by the suspense of 

the upcoming battle of the 

five armies.  

  Most people were happy 

with the movie, because the 

scenery was phenomenal, as 

were the actors and actresses. 

  “The acting, dialogue, and 

scenery was outstanding. he 

[Jackson] truly put his heart 

and soul into this movie, as 

did all the actors...It was a 

definite variation from the 

book but it was very good and 

worth the ticket I bought to 

see it.” said viewer Aaron 

Chandson. 

  Peter Jackson did in fact 

have a lot of dedication put 

into his work by picking out 

amazing settings to film the 

movie in, and great actors to 

fill the roles of the characters.  

 While most people were hap-

py with what they saw, not all 

of the viewers were content 

with how the movie turned 

out. 

 There was very little charac-

ter development in the film. 

By far the most obvious char-

acter development is Thorin, 

mostly  because at the start of 

the film, he has “Dragon sick-

ness,” which means he had 

been driven mad by all of the 

gold and the Arkenstone, 

much like his Grandfather in 

the prologue of the first film.  

  Fortunately for Thorin, he 

had good friend in great plac-

es. 

 Another poor decision that 

Jackson made was not follow-

ing the book a lot.  

  In the second movie he lead 

the movie astray a little but as 

you progress into the next 

movie, the book and this mov-

ie aren't remotely similar. 

  In the  book it mentions 

nothing of the female elf 

named Tauriel that very 

quickly became a main char-

acter. 

  It also brings in a species 

called Earth Eaters that are 

giant worms that the Orcs 

used to tunnel their way to 

battle. 

  Compared to previous films, 

this one has more action.. As 

the film progresses the plot 

unfolds even more of the rea-

soning of the Elves. This film 

also foreshadows what will 

happpen in the events that 

happen in The Lord of the 

Rings. 
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   Once again it’s time for good food, good friends, good times, 

and of course the annual cookie social. Future for Agriculture 

(FFA). 

members hosted an annual fall teacher appreciation event on 

December 17. 

   The cookie social occurred during the faculty meeting, after 

school from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the music room. 

  At their meeting, teachers enjoyed cookies, drinks, and other 

sweet treats that FFA members delivered to them. 

  During the faculty meeting, teachers discussed important 

information regarding the school, Keystones, and what some 

of the clubs are doing. 

  Mathematics teacher Heather Hargett said, “I like it. It is fun. 

Keep up the good work FFA!” 

  Teachers are invited to the cookie social in a different and 

unique way each year. 

  This year they were invited by finding a stocking filled with 

different types of useful goodies hanging on their classroom 

door. 

  In years past, teachers have been invited through candy canes 

and an invitation wrapped around a Hershey bar. 

  This year, their stocking also invited them to join in on the 

first ugly sweater contest. The best-dressed teacher in various 

categories such as ugliest male sweater and ugliest female 

sweater will receive a prize from FFA. 

   FFA members enjoy being able to give back to their teach-

ers, since the teachers have participated in many events for the 

FFA members throughout the school year.  

   The teacher’s participate by buying items from fundraisers, 

letting students out of class to go to different events, and for 

coming to the chapter meetings throughout the year.  

   In regards to the cookie social FFA member Jenna Lucky 

said, “I really like doing this, I feel like the teachers give so 

much and they really don’t get anything back in return. So by 

doing this we are able to show them that we appreciate what 

Cold 

causes 

colds? 
Isabella Simpson 

Reporter 

 

   We all know the rumor go-

ing around about this winter. 

It is said to be almost as bad 

as last year. 

   According to Cable News 

Network we are going to have 

a rather harsh winter but not 

as bad as last year. 

   We are supposed to have 

more than the average amount 

of snowfall but not as much as 

we received last year. 

   The Farmers Almanac pre-

dicts that we will have a cold-

er winter and warmer summer. 

   “Colder is just almost too 

familiar a term,” Editor Janice 

Stillman said. “Think of it as a 

refriger-nation. 

   The New Hampshire-based 

almanac says the eastern two 

thirds of the country will be 

extremely cold. 

   The west being almost the 

exact opposite will remain 

warmer than usual. 

   Most of the Northeast is 

expected to get more than the 

usual amount of snowfall this 

winter. 

   “The Farmers Almanac has 

an 80 percent success rate 

therefor I trust the information 

it gives me about upcoming 

weather such as how harsh 

this winter is going to be.” 

Said Senior Judith Edelstein. 

   Most Americans have al-

ready experienced extremely 

low temperatures due to a 

surge of cold air that pushed 

into the Northern Plains, Up-

per Midwest, and East Coast. 

   “The weather has been 

changing a lot this winter, I 

can’t stand having a day of 

warmer weather and then a 

week of freezing, bitter cold 

weather.” said Taylor Hill. 

   Along with the cold weather 

comes the flu and all kinds of 

colds. 

   I have asked a dozen people 

if they believe that cold 

weather causes common colds 

and most of them agreed that 

cold weather does cause colds. 

   Cold weather isn’t the thing 

to blame though. 

   The reason we all get sick in 

the winter when we are endur-

ing colder weather is because 

we all lock ourselves indoors 

in the warmth. 

   The air inside is typically 

recycled; therefore, when 

someone is sick and contami-

nating the air it becomes a lot 

easier to catch their cold. 

   We all want to stay warm so 

we go inside and bundle up 

and blame colds on the cold 

weather. 

   We don’t get enough fresh 

air in the winter so it becomes 

more likely for us to catch 

colds. 

   “I always thought that the 

reason I got sick so easily was 

because I wasn’t dressing 

warm enough for the weather. 

I was shocked when I found 

out that it wasn’t the cold 

weather that made me sick.” 

said freshman Lyllian Comer. 

conditions to catch common 

colds. 

   If you have a strong immune 

system a cold may only last 

24 hours for you while it lasts 

up to a week for a person with 

a weaker immune system. 

   How strong our immune 

system is also affects how 

easy it is for us to get sick. 

   This is the reason that it is 

so easy for young babies, sen-

ior citizens and those with 

underlying medical conditions 

to catch common colds. 

   If you have a strong immune 

system a cold may only last 

24 hours for you while it lasts 

up to a week for a person with 

a weaker immune system.          

This is why it is so easy for 

young babies, senior citizens 

and those with underlying 

medical conditions to catch 

common colds. 

 

Cold Weather 

FFA hosts teacher cookie social 
they are doing for us.” 

   On the day of the cookie social, the spirited and excited stu-

dents greeted the teachers with smiles.  

    Agriculture teacher Abigail Smith said, “Teachers seem to 

enjoy interacting with the students and, of course, love the 

huge variety of sweets that FFA provides each year.” 

  Everyone from the advisors to the officers to the members 

enjoy the cookie social. FFA Vice President Joshua Rager 

said, “My favorite part is seeing the teachers’ faces when they 

see all of the sweet treats that we have put out for them.” 

   This student-run organization 

has been hosting the cookie social for many years now and 

they plan to keep this tradition going for many more years to 

come. 

  FFA is also getting ready to hold its annual FFA week. This 

is held during the third full week in February each year. This 

year that is February 22 through the 28.  

   This also happens during the week of George Washington’s 

birthday, since Washington was so influential in FFA. 

   FFA week is a national event 
that promotes FFA and agriculture throughout the whole 

school. 

  Schools all over the nation participate in this weeklong event 

where they decide on a theme for each day and the whole 

school has the opportunity to join in on the fun. 

   FFA member Mikala Hollingshead said, “I cannot wait for 

FFA week, I love seeing everybody come together and support 

and promote FFA.” 

  FFA week leads up to Agricultural Cooperation Encourages 

Success (ACES). 

  ACES is a Pennsylvania state leadership conference, which 

all of the students look forward to. 

   FFA Treasurer Bailey Seymour said, “I can’t wait for ACES 

this year; it is a lot of fun. I went last year and it was very cool 

to see everyone all over the state come together.” 

  Be on the lookout for the themes for each day throughout the 

week.  The themes will be posted around the school, on the 

FFA bulletin board, and on KRAM-TV. 

Acceptance letters received 
Alli Karavas 

Reporter 

 

At least once in someone’s lifetime, they experience a great 

amount of stress. Currently, many seniors are experiencing 

large amounts of stress while waiting for their college ac-

ceptance letters.  

   Recently, several seniors shared their experiences with the 

Daily staff and what they have learned through their process.    

   During winter break, many seniors are either visiting or ap-

plying to colleges, or receiving their acceptance letters.  

      Senior Chayse Amoss had to wait two weeks and two days 

to get a letter from Millersville University to be admitted into 

their psychology program. 

   “All I really want is a job I look forward to going to every 

morning, hopefully in my field,” said Amoss.    

   Senior Kristy Crothers had to wait six weeks to get her letter 

from Millersville University and plans to attend the school 

next fall.  

   “The most stressful part was when Millersville told me they 

did not get my transcripts and I thought I would have to send 

them again, but they actually had them in their mail room,” 

said Crothers 

   Senior Joshua Eaton waited three weeks to get his letter from 

the University of Pittsburg.  

   “I really like the idea of city life and I think cities are cool,” 

said Eaton. 

   There are many factors that go into choosing a college, such 

as the tuition, the location, or just the overall feel of the cam-

pus. 

   For Amoss it was Millersville’s psychology program and the 

location of the school that allows her to commute to and from 

school next fall. 

      “Their campus is awesome and I’ve heard they have a real-

ly nice psychology program,” said Amoss. “Plus they’re close 

enough to commute to and I can get my four-year degree 

there.”  

   Eaton’s advice is to research and visit colleges that could 

potentially be interesting and use those factors to narrow down 

the college choices.   

   On the other hand, some students do not have a definite feel 

for which college they would like to go to, but they have an 

idea of what they would like to do.  

   Senior Cheyanne Miller would like to go to school for mas-

sage therapy and is currently looking at the Baltimore School 

of Massage York campus.    

   Miller said, “Don’t rush into choosing schools and make 

sure your major is something you enjoy doing so you do not 

regret it later on in your life.” 

   Crothers has the same mentality as Miller with her major of 

early childhood education. 

   Crothers wants to have a job in the future that she is able to 

enjoy.  

   “I want to be able to have an influence on all of my students 

and make a difference in their lives,” said Crothers.  

   It is important when looking at colleges to always have a 

backup plan in case other opinions fall through or a better of-

fer comes along. 

   Miller has a backup plan for her major: if massage therapy 

were to fall through, she would enjoy doing something with 

child care and keeping her options open when it comes to col-

leges.  

   “If you come from a bad home or have poor grades, don’t let 

that stop you from applying to any colleges; it is possible,” 

said Miller.  

   On the other hand, Amoss felt confident enough in herself 

that she did not need a backup plan.  

   “I know it sounds bad, but I do not have a backup plan, I was 

confident enough in my academic standings and [Scholastic 

Aptitude Test (SAT)] scores that I was 99.9 percent sure I’d 

get in,” Amoss commented on the subject. “I definitely met all 

of Millersville’s requirements and I did apply early enough 

that I’d have enough time to find a backup school if I did not 

get accepted.” 
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Students in the Future For Agriculture (FFA) brought in cookies and other goodies for teachers to celebrate the holiday season.   


